
Courthouse Security

Presented by: Scott Hill, Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement, Lewisville Police Department

Prepared by: Ray Dittrich, Texas Municipal Police 
Association 

Objectives

 Why is Court Security so important?
 Explain how to cope with different behaviors.
 Understand the role of First Responders.
 What are the duties of the Court Officer?
 Who should implement the Court Security?
 How do we fund Court Security?

Who comes to Court?

 Upset
 Had to take time off from work (without pay)
 May have to pay a fine (they cannot afford)

 Confused
 First time Offender
 Slow moving lines
 Fail to understand – new instructions

 Concerned
 Fine amount
 Insurance cost
 Jail time 



Who comes to court? Cont.

 Fed up
 No one cares, no one will listen to their side
 Being picked on

 Looking for and expecting justice
 The system is against them

 Unresolved issues
 Health and safety issues 
 Municipal ordinances

 Gang members
 All kinds of issues

 Convicted Felons

Headlines!

 3 dead, 4 hurt in Texas courthouse 
shooting
 The Tyler, Texas, police chief says a man who 

opened fire in a historic town square "came well-
armed and prepared."  

 Suspect Sought in Courthouse Shooting
 ATLANTA -- A $10,000 reward is being offered for 

the man who opened fire Friday morning at the 
Fulton County Courthouse, killing a judge, sheriff's 
deputy, court reporter and wounding another deputy.

Headlines!           Cont.

 Texas Courtroom Shooting
 Fatal shootings by a spectator in a courtroom in Fort 

Worth, Texas

 Courthouse Shooting Victims Mourned as 
Talk of Civil Suits Begins
 As memorial services continue for the victims of last 

week's courthouse shootings, there are signs that 
authorities responsible for security may face civil suits 





 If you are ever going to find people stressed-out 
and tense, this is the place.

 How do we as security personnel identify the 
normal from the abnormal, the misfit, or the 
maladjusted?

 There is no proven formula to achieve this 
identification.

 Courts must move from the traditional reactive 
security mode to the proactive mode.

Handling Difficult People

 There are a multitude of types of difficult 
people.

 Six principles for effective communications
 Remain Calm
 Remove the Audience
 Keep it simple
 Watch your body language
 Use Silence
 Use effective questioning



 Skillful communications
 Knowing when to communicate.
 Knowing what to communicate.
 Knowing how to communicate.

 Respond to people, never react
 The word “respond” comes from the Latin 

word respondere.
 The word “react” suggest that you are being 

controlled from the outside.
 When you are “responding”, you are in 

control

Most Vital Part of 
Communication

 Appearance - Non-Verbal signals from face 
to face communications account for:
 60-80% of the impacted message
 Vocal tones make up 20-30%
 The word amount makes up about 7-10%

First Responders

 Who are the “TRUE” First Responders.
 The first 15-45 minutes is the most critical 

period.
 The average SWAT response is 45-60 

minutes.
 What do we need to do?



 Commencement
 Confusion and Chaos
 Anxiety and fear
 Expect extreme responses from the Subject

 Assessment (SBA)
 Situational – What is happening?
 Behavioral – Why is it happening?
 Approach – Stop and ensure your own safety

 Initial Actions
 Attempt to contain the situation
 Evacuate all personnel to a safe locations 

Current Issues

 How fast can something go wrong?
 Video

 Weapons
 In today’s Fashion, How easy is it to conceal 

weapons?
 Video
 Types of weapons

Thinking Outside the Box

 Traditionally Municipal Court security has 
been assigned  to the Court Administrators,  
Senior Clerks or Judges.  Lets break the 
Security Manual into two parts, Direct and 
In-Direct.  



What should go into the Court 
Security Manual?

 Job description and position responsibilities
 Physical Security
 Facility Evacuation Plan
 Bomb Threats
 Hostage Plan
 Emergency Medical Plan
 Incident Reports
 Courtroom searches
 Prisoner control

Who should Help Create the 
Manual?

 Law Enforcement
 Court Administrators (Senior Clerks)
 Judges
 Clerks

SECURING THE COURT 
BUILDING

 The security of the court building is a major part 
of the overall security plan. There are four areas 
of concern regarding the security of the court 
building: 

 outside security
 inside security
 weapons screening
 alarm protocols 



Outside Perimeter

 Parking
 Lighting
 Landscaping 
 Doors, other openings

Inside Security

 Alarm systems
 Fire protection
 Signs 
 Emergency lighting
 Areas to handle money
 Public areas
 Personal Safety



Clearly Mark all areas

Weapons Screening

 One of the hardest tasks in security.
 Three goals of weapon screening

 Protect – Citizens and court employees
 Prohibit – Potential weapons from entering 

 Control – Activity within the building

 Time
 The effectiveness of the system will determine 

the integrity of the process.

Control Security

State what is happening



Duress Alarms

 Duress alarms installed strategically 
throughout the building enables staff to 
summon help at times of emergency.

 Two types of duress alarms
 Audible alarm
 Silent alarm

 Testing

How?

 Justify
 Art. 102.017. COURT COSTS; COURTHOUSE 

SECURITY FUND; MUNICIPAL COURT BUILDING 
SECURITY FUND; JUSTICE COURT BUILDING 
SECURITY FUND.
 The governing body of a municipality by ordinance 

may create a municipal court building security fund 
and may require a defendant convicted of a 
misdemeanor offense in a municipal court to pay a $3 
security fee as a cost of court.



“Our obligation is to provide a safe 
and secure working are for 

employees, and a secure area for 
all persons entering our courts.”

Judge Allen Gilbert 

Presiding Judge

San Angelo


